CHAPTER    LX V
LABOUR AND ECONOMICS
(2) AFTER THE WAR
THE airman some thousand feet up in the sky sees the outline of
ancient fortifications and buried cities which are invisible
from the ground, and so in the future the historian may see causes
and tendencies at work in these times which are only dimly, if at all,
visible to contemporaries. The contemporary observer of facts and
events learns to distrust all attempts to cover them with formulas,
and especially any which omits from the story, or dismisses as mere
physical reactions, the passions and emotions, the ambitions and
jealousies, the seeking and blundering, the gross errors and great
achievements of individuals and Governments, which lie lias seen in
his time. History undoubtedly has its biological aspect, its geo-
graphical aspect, its economic aspect, and all are blended in the picture
of human activities which it presents to the normal vision, but no one
of these can be made to dominate the rest without distortion and
falsification.
Since the war ended the world has been in a state of great perplexity
about what has happened and what is going to happen to it.
This is scarcely surprising if we remember that there had been crowded
into less than five years events which in a world at peace might well
have been spread over several centuries. Four historic Empires had
crashed ; over a large part of the world the map had been redrawn ;
a large company of new States had come into being ; the international
economic system had been shaken to its foundations, and some parts
of it shattered beyond recovery. The war looked like a great water-
shed dividing past and present; tradition and experience brought
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